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Dear Chancellor and Secretary of State, 
 
Early this year, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire, Derby and Derbyshire were amongst 
the first two-tier areas to submit proposals for a Combined Authority. We were quick 
to recognise the potential for our citizens around the devolution agenda and 
produced a devolution prospectus that set out our ambition to Government.   
 
We received positive feedback from Government on our prospectus. Government 
were also clear that devolution to our area should follow our LEP boundary and as 
such, we should work towards a single Combined Authority of 2.2m people covering 
all of Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire. 
 
We have come together as 19 Councils. With the support of the LEP and the East 
Midlands Chamber we have produced and submitted to you proposals for a 
significant Devolution Deal with a Directly Elected Mayor to the same timescales as 
other Core Cities areas. 
 
During the autumn we felt that we made substantial progress in negotiating the way 
forward, based on a submission to Government in our draft Devolution Document.  
By November we had established a clear way forward and following a meeting with 
the Commercial Secretary we were left with only three substantive issues to finalise, 
namely: 
 

• An approach to DWP services and programmes to ensure more local people 
can access employment; 



 

 
 

• How we can deliver significantly more housing, meeting the Government's 
housing targets through the utilization of a housing investment fund; 

• How our two Police and Crime Commissioners will align to the responsibilities 
of the Directly Elected Mayor. 

 
As you are aware, our deal negotiations were "paused" and for the last month we 
have made little progress.  During this period we feel we have lost the "essence" of 
our deal, both in terms of vision and our asks of Government. 
 
We are still keen to make progress as we believe the benefits of our deal, as set out 
below, provide significant value for our local people and economy as well as to UK 
PLC.  The benefits of our deal to our local area are: 
 
• 55,000 new private sector jobs 
• 77,000 extra homes (34,000 above trajectory) 
• An Investment Fund over 30 years to drive a step change in infrastructure 
• Adult skills provision that better meets labour market needs 
• A consolidated transport fund to deliver surety over key transport priorities 
• A better coordinated public transport offer to citizens and business 
• More responsive and coordinated business support offer 
• The delivery of substantially more apprenticeships 
• More people entering employment through better targeted local programmes 
• Improved journey times from Nottingham and Derby to London to under 90 

minutes 
 
Today we are submitting to you a Deal Document which we believe recaptures the 
position we were at before the Deal was put on hold.  The document takes account 
of some of the feedback we have received from civil servants but pushes back on a 
number of areas.  We believe this returns us to our position prior to the pause, 
allowing us to reframe our discussions going forward. 
 
Our attached deal document includes a number of devolved functions that are 
included in some of the deals already announced. We believe that there is no good 
reason why functions which have been devolved elsewhere cannot be devolved to 
our area and we have included a table with this letter which shows a breakdown of 
the key asks in our deal and where these appear in other deals.   
 
We believe this is a strong and cohesive set of asks and represents a fair deal for 
our area.  It is our intention to publish this deal document early in the New Year to 
show our local stakeholders the scale of our ambition. 
 



 

We now hope that we can use this document as a basis for concluding our 
negotiations, enabling us to be able to sign the Deal early in the New Year, so that 
we can move forward with the considerable work required to establish our Combined 
Authority.  This will allow us to enact our vision for our area and start to deliver the 
increased growth and productivity that we all wish to see result from this historic 
agreement. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
Cllr Ranjit Banwait 
Leader, Derby City Council 

 

 
Cllr Roger Blaney 
Leader, Newark & Sherwood District Council 
On behalf of Nottinghamshire Districts and 
Borough Councils 
 
 

 

 
Cllr John Burrows 
Leader, Chesterfield Borough Council 
On behalf of Derbyshire District and  
Borough Councils 

 

 
 
Cllr Jon Collins 
Leader, Nottingham City Council 

 

 

 
Cllr Alan Rhodes 
Leader, Nottinghamshire County Council 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Cllr Anne Western 
Leader, Derbyshire County Council 

 
 


